
Thursday 31 October – Sunday 3 November 2019
St Peter’s School, Clifton, York, North Yorkshire YO30 6AB

New NETWORKS
 for N A T U R E

Nature Matters
Time for Nature

Exploring the diversity of responses to the natural world

New Networks for Nature is a broad alliance of creators 
(including poets, authors, scientists, film-makers, visual artists, 
environmentalists, musicians and composers) whose work 
draws strongly on the natural environment. Its formation grew 
out of dissatisfaction with the low political priority placed 
upon nature in the UK. Today our wildlife and landscapes are 
so often evaluated exclusively in economic or scientific terms 
when, in fact, they are a resource at the very heart of human 
creativity. The multiple impacts of place and the natural world 
are central to the nation’s cultural life. New Networks for 
Nature wishes to reflect these truths and celebrate them.

New Networks for Nature is a wholly voluntary organization. 
Founded by Tim Birkhead, Mark Cocker, John Fanshawe 
and Jeremy Mynott in 2009, it is run by a steering group 
consisting of Amy-Jane Beer, Tim Birkhead, Mary Colwell, 
John Fanshawe, Ben Hoare, Matt Howard, Richard Kerridge, 
Harriet Mead and Michael Warren. New Networks for Nature 
is a Registered Charity (No 1165027), with the status
of a CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation). It is run by 
volunteers, and we welcome new recuits.

@networks4nature

www.newnetworksfornature.org.uk

New NETWORKS
 for N A T U R E

GETTING AROUND YORK:

To travel between St Peter’s and the railway station on foot, use the pedestrian/rail bridge 
which connects Marygate car park and the north riverside walk to the station directly. A path 
under the railway at the northern corner of Marygate car park connects to Bootham Terrace 
and Bootham.

To reach the city centre and Minster from St Peter’s, turn right out of the school main 
entrance and walk along Bootham and under the city walls at Bootham Bar.

The Jewel of York tansy beetle mural is at 11 Queen Street, Y024 1AD. Fastest route on 
foot is via the station (above), more scenic is to turn left on the river path from the bottom 
(southern) end of Marygate, climb the steps onto Lendal Bridge, cross the river and follow 
the city walls past the station.

The Tansy Beetle Bar is at 104 Micklegate, YO1 6JX, just around the corner (through 
the city walls at Micklegate Bar) from the mural site. In addition we can recommend 
The Houses of The Trembling Madness, of which there are two: the tiny original is a 
timbered medieval hall full of old taxidermy above the beer shop at 48 Stonegate, YO1 8AS. 
The other is at 14 Lendal, YO1 8AA. Or try the Guy Fawkes Inn (birthplace of York’s most 
infamous and incendiary son, educated at St Peter’s) at 25 High Petergate YO1 7HP. If these 
are full, you will pass a multitude of other options on route! 



THURSDAY 31 OCTOBER

14.00–1700 Excursion to YWT Askham Bog nature reserve, 
guided by Professor Alastair Fitter and Professor Sir John 
Lawton (pre-booked delegates only)

18.00–19.00 Reception with cash bar and local wine tasting, 
courtesy of Ryedale Vineyards

19.00 Welcome: Amy-Jane Beer and Ben Hoare

19.15 Film: Peter Cowdrey and Sunny Moodie present 
Natural Harmony

19.30–21.30 Sam Lee & friends

Music and readings from Katrina Porteous, Zakiya Mckenzie, 
Jeremy Mynott, Nicola Chester and Malcolm Green. There 
will be a short interval at 20.30, after which the bar will close.

FRIDAY 1 NOVEMBER

8.00 Registration opens — please allow time!

9.10–9.30 Introduction and Welcome to Yorkshire: Professor 
Sir John Lawton (President, YWT)

9.30–10.00 Prologue: If you build it… 20 years of filming, 
photographing, painting and living Yorkshire wildlife, 
Robert E Fuller (naturalist, photographer, wildlife artist)

9.55–11.00 Nature in Deep Time: Lessons from eco-
archaeology, Chaired by Katrina Porteous (poet, historian)

British Wildlife: It’s not natural, Professor Terry O’Connor 
(paleo-archaeologist, University of York)

Humans as animals and animals as humans. Ice Age art 
and the hunter-gatherer mind set, Professor Paul Pettitt 
(achaeologist, Durham University)

Imagining past woodlands, Dr Suzi Richer (environmental 
archaeologist, University of York)

11.00–11.30 Coffee break, bookstall, speed-meet sign up

11.30–12.40 Debate: Now or never – Fighting for nature, 
chaired by Amy-Jane Beer (biologist, naturalist, writer), with 
Ruth Peacey (Film-maker and campaigner); Sally Goldsmith 
(poet and campaigner) and Hatti Owens (ClientEarth lawyer)

12.40-13.00 Sailing spiders... Live! Dr Sara Goodacre 
(University of Nottingham SpiderLab)

13.00–14.15 Lunch, bookstall & speed-meeting 

14.15–14.45 Prologue: The Jewel of York: Saving and 
celebrating the tansy beetle, Dr Geoff Oxford (Zoologist, 
University of York) and ATMStreetArt (Street artist and 
campaigner)

14.45–15.45 Green Shoots: Children’s books and Nature, 
chaired by Ben Hoare (BBC Wildlife Features Editor and author), 
with Anneliese Emmans Dean (poet and performer); Gill 
Lewis (novelist) and Yuval Zommer (Illustrator and author)

15.45–16.15 Tea break, bookstall

16.15–17.15 The Funny Thing about Nature: Using 
humour to talk about Nature with Simon Watt (author and 
founder, The Ugly Animal Appreciation Society), Helen Pilcher 
(author, broadcaster) and Hugh Warwick (author, ecologist, 
campaigner)

17.15–18.15 Gin-tasting with SloeMotion

Bar open!

18.15–19.00 Concert: Kitty Macfarlane, performing songs 
from her album The Namer of Clouds

Anyone wishing to view the Jewel of York mural will be guided 
to Queen Street — a 15-minute walk, after which delegates are 
invited to celebrate the opening night of the Tansy Beetle bar at 
104 Micklegate, YO1 6JX, from 8pm.

SATURDAY 2 NOVEMBER

8.00–9.00 Meet at York Minster West Door for morning bird walk 
(including peregrine spotting), led by Robert E Fuller and Jack 
Ashton-Booth

8.45 Registration

9.30–9.40 Welcome: Professor Tim Birkhead (outgoing 
Chair, New Networks for Nature)

9.40–10.00 Prologue: Elizabeth-Jane Burnett reads from The 
Grassling

10.00–11.00 The Tiny Majority: Celebrating the little 
things that run the planet, chaired by Bex Lynam (YWT):

Flies – dirty, disgusting and downright pointless, right? 
Erica McAlister (senior curator, Natural History Museum) 

Searching for the Great Yellow, Mark Ferguson (wildlife 
sound-recordist and composer)

Ecology and Conservation of the Atlantic Beach-Cricket, 
Pseudomogoplistes vicentae, in the British Isles. 
Professor Karim Vahed (entomologist, University of Derby)

11.00–11.30 Coffee break, bookstall, speed-meet sign up

11.30–12.30

This Wild Land: Exploring Britain’s uplands, chaired by 
Mary Colwell (author, radio producer, campaigner):

Mediating between nature and other interests, Dr Isla 
Hodgson (zoologist and researcher) 

Under the uplands — bats and caves, Professor John 
Altringham (zoologist, University of Leeds) 

Last chance to save the Scottish wildcat, Sir John Lister-
Kaye (author, founder Aigas Field Centre)

12.30–14.00 Lunch, bookstall, book signings, and speed-
meeting sessions

14.00–14.20 Film: Raising the Hare, Bevis Bowden 

14.20–15.40 Debate: New Directions for Nature Writing, 
chaired by Richard Kerridge (author and critic, Bath Spa 
University), with Katharine Norbury (Author The Fish Ladder, 
editor Women On Nature); Anita Sethi (writer, journalist, critic 
and author Common People); Richard Smyth (author A Sweet 
Wild Note) and Zakiya Mckenzie (Forest England Writer in 
Residence)

15.40–15.50 Retrospective and Prospective for 2020

15.45–16.15 Tea break and bookstall

16.15–17.30 Finale: Chris Packham CBE in conversation 
with Kate Bradbury (Author, broadcaster and campaigner), 
including audience Q&A

SUNDAY 3 NOVEMBER

10.00–15.00  Optional field excursion to the Robert Fuller 
Gallery in Thixendale

Photographs and video taken at our event may be used for promotional purposes; if you have any 
concerns or queries regarding this, please find a member of the organising committee. As a courtesy to 
speakers and other delegates, we ask that all mobile phones and electronic devices be changed to silent 
mode before entering into any session. In the event of an emergency St. Peter’s staff will guide you to 
safety. There will not be any fire alarm tests during our conference, so any alarm should be considered 
the real thing. Please speak to a member of the conference organising committee should you have any 
questions.

Tea, coffee and lunch will be provided on the Friday and Saturday. All food is vegetarian, with vegan 
options. If you have pre-ordered gluten free meal, please ask serving staff. We hope you will also stay on 
and join us at a local pub in the evening after the events to continue discussion and conversations (see 
below for pub suggestions).

The book stall this year is run by Fox Lane Books. A donation from all sales will be donated to New 
Networks for Nature, so why not get your Christmas shopping done early? Many of the featured authors 
are attending the event and will be delighted to sign you purchases!

Speed meets are a new feature for 2019, at the request of past delegates. Sign up during the coffee 
break (ask any of the organisers if you need help finding the board) for an exclusive one to one slot with 
someone you’re really to meet. If you miss out, don’t worry, there will be further opportunities over tea, 
coffee and drinks!

We’re thrilled to be bringing the 11th Nature Matters event to York. Our theme for 
2019 is Time for Nature, and we’ll be taking a journey of several thousand years, 
from the ancient past via living memory to the present day, with a weather eye 
on the future. How fitting then, that our host, St Peter’s School, is one of the 
oldest in the world.

The following programme of talks, readings, performances and discussions 
includes well known voices and emerging talents, all of whom share tireless 
dedication to the natural world.

You can look forward to a northern flavor and a few innovations, including a 
full-length gig, a Sunday excursion and speed-meeting sessions.
 
Welcome!

SOME HOUSEKEEPING


